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I create art because I have images, feelings, and thoughts I need to express. It is a 
way to investigate the form and function of our world and those in it.  
 
I like to create simple, clean forms, but I shy away from anything that is too 
structured or precise. For me, that feels cold and distant. I gravitate towards 
organic forms, and I focus on lights and darks, balance of forms, and visual texture 
more than on details. I am inspired by human impact on our world, and I zero in 
on some piece of the larger picture that grabs my attention. Color is secondary to 
me. I lean towards monochromatic choices and often use color to evoke a feeling 
or emotion rather than as objective fact. Usually, I use a certain amount of semi-
abstraction because my goal is to view my subject, be it a person, a part of a 
building, or something in nature, in a way that may not be obvious. It is not my 
intention to record objective reality, but rather to find an essence that evokes 
emotion or memory. 
 
In my work, I feel the need to balance control with happenstance. As an artist, I 
have ideas and objectives for a given piece, but I try to let myself be somewhat 
surprised by how a piece unfolds. This is why I have enjoyed the new challenge of 
watercolor painting. There is a certain amount of chance with how the paint will 
flow across the page, and yet I have to control the paint in the right places. I 
worked with oil paints for a number of years and still enjoy them, but the 
watercolors have required more control and patience from me; there are more 
surprises. That makes art an enjoyable journey. 
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